
A Look Back & A Look Forward...

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
2014/2015 NEWSLETTER



ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT

Each year, the Iowa Department 
of Education requires accredited 
schools to submit reading and 
math goals. Long and short-range 
goals allow us to work towards 
improvement in our program.

Reading
St. Mary’s long range reading goal 
is to increase the % of students 
that are proficient in reading 
comprehension as measured by 
Iowa Assessments.

During the 2013-2014 school year, 
our goal was to have 60% of our 
fifth grade students meet expected 
growth in standard scores in 
reading as measured on the Iowa 
Assessments. Our goal was met. 
The data indicated that 87% of the 
fifth grade students met expected 
growth. That is a growth of 27%. 

Our reading goal for the 2014-
2015 school year is to have 65% of 
our current fourth grade students to 
have met expected growth in 
standard scores in reading on 
the Iowa Assessments.

Math
St. Mary’s long range math goal 
is to increase the % of students 
who score at the proficient level 
on the Iowa Assessments in math 
computation.

During the 2013-2014 school 
year, our goal was to have 55% 
of our fifth grade students meet 
expected growth in standard scores 
in math as measured on the Iowa 
Assessments. Our goal was met. 
The data indicated that 56% of the 
fifth grade students met expected 
growth. That is a growth of 1%. 

A+ FOR EDUCATION

On October 6, Mrs. Fergesen, fifth grade teacher at 
St. Mary’s was surprised at an all school assembly 
that she was chosen by KCRG TV-9 to be an A+ for 
Education recipient. Mrs. Fergesen has been a part 
of the St. Mary’s School family for over 37 years. 

During that time she 
started the St. Mary’s 
recycling program, 
which is still in place 
today, created the 
5th grade Outdoor 
Education program 
through a partnership 
with Camp Ewalu and 
she spearheaded a 
Read-a-Thon program 
for the fifth grades that 
is still active today. 

Mrs. Fergesen is an innovative educator that 
builds great programs, while also building great 
relationships with her students. Mrs. Fergesen was 
nominated by her daughter, Jessie.

Thanks to the efforts of Dick Foust, the McElmeel 
memorial and many, many donors, we were able to 
put in a heating and cooling system at St. Mary’s. 

This system allows our classrooms to be cool and dry 
during the hot and humid days as well as warm and 
comfortable during the cold days of winter. We are 
very appreciative of all those who made a donation 
to help get this project completed.

We have two new additions to the St. Mary’s staff 
this year. Mrs. Nicole Pinkston serves as our new 
preschool teacher and Miss Moore is our new 
kindergarten teacher. Both teachers bring their 
expertise to the program. We are blessed to have 
them as part of the St. Mary’s team.

WHAT’S NEW AT ST. MARY’S

Our math goal for the 2014-2015 
school year is to have our sixth 
grade class have 58% growth in 
standard scores in math on the 
Iowa Assessments.

The successes we have had in both 
math and reading have been in 
part due to our continuous work 
on the Iowa Core, focusing on the 
Critical Areas, and aligning our 
assessments with the Core. During 
the 2014-2015 school year we 
have revamped our schedules to 
focus on larger literacy blocks and 
the use of a literacy management 
system called Daily Five. We 
will be using various assessments 
throughout the school year to 
determine how to best reach our 
students who are above, at or 
below grade level. 



BULLYING IS STUPID!

During St. Mary’s annual Bullying 
Prevention Kickoff, guest speaker 
Ian Goldsmith told students, staff 
and guests that bullying is stupid. 
Ian spoke of how he was bullied 
in elementary school and how 

he coped with 
it and how he 
eventually got 
through it. He 
shared three 
tips with the 
assembly that 
he felt were key 
to prevent or to 
stop bullying.

• Always, always, always be 
   yourself. Ian pointed out that 
   we should be proud of who we 
   are and that God made each one 
   of us very unique. God asks each 
   one of us in our uniqueness to 

   be the best version of ourselves. 
   If we all did that, bullying would 
   not be a problem.

• Be a Friend. Make sure to be a 
   friend to everyone so no one 
   feels alone. Ian pointed out that 
   maybe the person who does the 
   bullying doesn’t like him/her self 
   or has no friends. Sometimes 
   reaching out to others can make 
   all the difference.

• Take Action. If you see someone 
   being bullied or you yourself 
   are being bullied make sure to 
   tell someone.

Following Ian’s presentation, Mayor 
Milt Kramer read a proclamation 
that designated October 8, 2014 
as the official Bullying Prevention 
Kick off Day. Students and staff 

signed the St. Mary’s is Bully Free 
banner that is displayed in the 
school for the year. There is also 
a St. Mary’s is Bully Free poster 
that hangs on the front door of the 
school to remind those entering 
or driving by that we are always 
working to be bully free.

The kickoff concluded with 
students and teachers dancing to 
the Interlude that was created by 
Ian Goldsmith. 

The kickoff is an annual event.

UPDATE: ART AND READING ROOM COMPLETE

St. Mary’s finally has a new art 
room and new reading room!

Getting the art room and reading 
room was met with lots of 
obstacles. On the day after the last 
day of school, six days before the 
construction project was going 
to begin, we received a heavy 
amount of rain. We woke to find 
our lower level immersed in dirty 
water. Needless to say, parents, 
staff, high school students and 
many other wonderful volunteers 
worked non-stop to clean up the 
basement. The long standing stage 
that occupied the basement needed 
to be removed as well. By Friday, 
the professional cleaning crew 
arrived and we were beginning 
to see the light. On Monday, the 
contractors arrived and began 
putting up walls. For the remainder 

of June contractors worked to 
get the rooms ready by the time 
school started. By July we were 
painting and in August, at the start 
of school, the students were able to 
see their art and reading room for 
the first time. 

In October, Archbishop Jackels 
came to say Mass at St. Mary’s. 
He also gave a special blessing 
on the art and reading room. It 
was a great day. 

We could not have imagined this 
project without the donations and 
memorials received by the Paul 
Wilgenbush memorial, the James 
Robert “Bob” Houlihan memorial 
and a donation from Richard and 
the late Elaine Heffernen.



WHAT’S NEW WITH OUR ALUMNI?

We all have special memories of that special teacher or event when we attended school. Here are several fond 
memories from our Alumni:

 “Mrs. Sandman’s famous goulash and cinnamon rolls, school picnics at Tirrill Park, kickball games, influential 
teachers and leaders such as: Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. Grimm, Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Greve and principal Sr. Anne.” 
 – Kathy Lammers Mersch - 1988

 “Sister Daniel was my favorite teacher. She’d ask me to stay in at recess to clean the blackboard and then she’d 
give me Black Jack Gum… but I didn’t like the gum. Great memories.” 
 – Cindy Domeyer Downs - 1977

Where are they now?
 “I have 20 year old twin sons. My son Christopher attends Saint Anselm College in Manchester, NH. Founded in 
1889 by Benedictine monks, which still has it’s Abbey on campus. It is the third oldest Catholic college in New 
England. My son Ryan plans to transfer to UConn in the fall.” – Linda Frentress Switzer -1971

Special thanks to the following Alumni for their donations 
to our Alumni Funds over the past three years.

If you would like to make a donation please send in the information included at the bottom of this page.

Jeanne Guilgot Ehr - Class of 1958

Margaret McCann - Class of 1962

MaryJean Foust Uptegraph - Class of 1965

Charlene Tegeler Erceg - Class of 1967

Linda Frentress Switzer - Class of 1971

Cindy Domeyer Downs - Class of 1977

Kathy Lammers Mersch - Class of 1988

Kristin Bohlke McCusker - Class of 2003

Sandra Cannon - Class of 1968

Alumni Information / Donations

Name:          High School Class of:
    First  Maiden  Last

Phone (           )    Email:

Address:

City:      State:      Zip:

Personal news or memories you would like to include in future newsletters: (include letter if needed)

*Reunion photos? We would love for you to share them with us.

Alumni Fund Contribution: $     Tuition Assistance or Wish List: $

Return this to: 
St. Mary’s School Alumni Committee
c/o School Principal | 132 West Butler St. | Manchester, IA 52057


